
Background
• AFAC coordinated the national implementation of the new Australian Warning System (AWS) through 

the National AFAC Warnings Group. 

• Due to recommendations from the Royal Commission into National Natural Disaster Arrangements –

implement AWS and deliver a national community education program to support

• Post the Black Summer bushfires in 2019-2020, a social research project was undertaken across 

Australia to inform the development of this national multi hazard warning system for natural hazards -

bushfire, flood, storm, extreme heat and severe weather. This incorporated and built on the research on 

a new National Fire Danger Rating System.

• Jurisdictions were provided funding to develop and implement localised community awareness and 

engagement campaigns to complement what was done nationally.

• Aim was to:

o Raise awareness of the new national three-level AWS.

o Increase understanding of the actions that community members should take when they receive a 

warning at one of the three levels – Advice, Watch and Act, Emergency Warning.

o Empower people to make informed decisions, to take protective action, and to reduce the potential 

impacts and consequences of a hazard when they receive a warning. 



National AWS campaign



Implementation at local level
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